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BRIXTON PRISON, 


REPORT. 

For tie Year 1855, of tie Directors of the Convict Prisons, 
made, as regards Brixton Prison, in pursuance of the 
Act 5 Geo, 4, cap. 84, and 13 & 14 Viet. cap. 39;—speci¬ 
fying the State of the Buildings, the Behaviour and Conduct 
of the Officers of tie Prison, and of the Convicts, the 
Amount of the Earnings of the Convicts, and the Expense 
of tie Prison; and such other Matters relating to the 
Discipline and Management thereof, as they shall deem 
expedient, or the Secretary of State shall direct. 


Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, 


To THE Eight Hokoijkable Sir GEOEGE GEEY, 

Secretary of State for the Home Department 

Sir, 45, Parliament Street 1856. 

We have the honour to submit the following Report 
upon the Prison for Female Convicts at Brixton, 

Buildings. 

The buildings are in substantial repair, Bridhigs. 

Two large rooms have been added to the infirmary, and the 
laundry has been considerably enlarged. The work has been 
performed under contract. 

Conduct of the Offxers. 

The superior officers have given every satisfaction. One as- ^^^[4 
sistant matron was dismissed; several others, found incapable of 
performing the duties, or unwilling to continue in the prison 
service, were discharged after short trials. The subordinate 
officers, who had been permanently appointed, have, with the 
above exception, been diligent and attentive to their duties. 

Conduct of Prisoners, 

During the year 342 prisoners avoided reports entirely, 

113 have only been punished once. 
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So far the conduct of the majority of the prisoners may be 
offp satisfactory. On the other hand, there are 

who show no improvement whatever, who 
apparently neither act upon good counsel nor are deterred hv 
punishment. When this is the case, discipline' Seh asThic^ 
tenses male convict prisons, cannot be effected. Considerable 
improvement, however, has taken place lately. There is more 
order now than there vpas during the first vear after tbe r> • 
wa. established. He officers lare learLTtotantfr 
piisonera better, and the older prisoners hare fallen swtema- 
bcally into their proper places. Command on the one Jide has 
been more judiciously exercised, and on the other, propriety 
cleanliness, obedience, and the performance of routine labour 

cWdnSs. resignation and more 

In a former report we stated, that “ female convicts may be 
pnerally classed m two divisions, viz., the many wLse 
conduct is good, and the few who are extremely bad. It also 
« uncommonly occurs, that a prisoner who has 

conducted herself for several months outrageously, and been 
to all appearance insensible to shame, to kindness, to punish- 
ment, will suddenly alter and continue to improve to the end 

u the other hand, one who has 

conducted herself so well as to be put into the first das': 
and on whom apparently every dependance might be placed’ 

« ’incontrolled passion, Ld in 

utter desperation commits a succession of offences. 

Further experience confirms this statement. Sustained hypo¬ 
crisy IS not a characteristic feature among them. They are^ too 
mpressionable to restrain themselves for any prolonged period 
Few of them have been taught, or themselves learntfto wntrol 

heir passion and they often follow a vicious or vWent lead 

tiiGy can hardly toll why, 

Mrs. Martin states with great truth_ 

" The conduct of the prisoners, iudginff from a * 1 , 

number of reports and punishments, vvill not, I fear, appear fn a vm- 
favourable light; hut an mvesti^tion of them will Iw tiiat S 
greater number ot reports are ^ a trivial nature, arising ver^ frV 
quently from the monotonous and wearying routine of nris^ lift, 
amongst frmde convicts, precluded, as they must be. from tL bracing 
and mvigoratmg effects of out-door labou^, which is the privilS 

li industrious, thl mind^still 

m 1 f ft causes and effects of their imprisonment; in this 
mood, too often an energetic command from a matron is met with an 
irritable gesture or impatient reply, perhaps both, and becomes the 


Conduct of Prisoners. 
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subject of a report, when a gentle admonition to the prisoner next day 
is met by her with real sorrow at her having so forgotten herself.'' 

The Chaplain states— 

The sudden impulses to which female prisoners especially are 
subject, might form a useful study, and might lead parents to see the 
importance of restraining evil tempers in their children in the 
But most of those who have been outrageously 
bad have had few home influences to touch their hearts, or they ran 
away from home to avoid them/' 

This insight into the character of certain female convicts is 
necessary, to comprehend the Table of Reports at page S84, in 
the Appendix. Otherwise, where one woman has been reported 
for misconduct in the year no less than 51 times, one 46 times, 
two 44 times, one 39 times, two 37 times, one 36 times, one 
35 times, and so on, it might not unreasonably be assumed 
that the entire system of management was wTong, whereas no 
system of which coercion forms a prominent portion can possibly 
control such persons. A very important and difficult question 
then presents itself. How are the reckless ones to be treated ? 

If only advised and reasoned with, they ascribe leniency to 
weakness, and presume upon the kindness shown to them. If 
punished, they must be punished according to the ordinary 
methods laid down by the Statute ; viz,—Close confinement 
in a dark or light cell, or by being fed on bread and vfater only, 
or by both such punishments.” It is an acknowledged prin¬ 
ciple that the certainty of punishment, rather than its severity 
deters criminals from the commission of offences. More¬ 
over, as crimes increase in number the severity of punish¬ 
ment should increase also. Again, to punish one prisoner for 
an offence when another committing the same offence is allowed 
to go unpunished, or to punish one who has committed many 
offences no more than another who has committed few offences, 
is contrary to all principles of justice. And yet, the oftener a 
female convict is punished, the less is she physically able to 
endure punishment. The female constitution will neither bear 
long nor repeated deprivation of food. Though no imme¬ 
diately perceptible effect may be produced, the medical officer 
is of opinion, from the experience of the last two years, that 
the seeds of permanent disease may nevertheless be sowm, and 
the utmost caution must be exercised lest lasting injury be 
inflicted consequent upon breaches of discipline or the wanton 
destruction of prison property, which last is the prevailing 
offence. Hence it follows, that after a certain point of physical 
endurance is passed, the worse a woman behaves the less she 
suffers. If with failing powers came amended lives, some 
counterbalancing good at any rate would be the result. But 

s 



Brixton Prison^ 

is not so, as the health deteriorates, irritability increases ■ 
nolence and passion remdn as strongly in the character as 
when she was m full health, and in compassion for her bodily 
wndition she is borne with and coaxed by those who are over 
her._ to her own detriment and the subversion of wholesome 
disciplme throughout the prison. 

_ The difficuMes in these cases are innumerable, and they 
increase when the sentences are long. ^ 

The establis^ent of a penal class at Millbank, as stated in 
tne report on that prison, has in some degree met the evil, by 
separating the worst from the others, and removing examples 
wmcb many of the women are only too prone to foUow; but 
what effect it may have upon themselves experience alone can 
prove. 


NwfyiieT dud Disposal oj^ PtIsoyi^s, 

Number and STATEMENT of the REMOVAL 6i CoNViCTS to and from Ekixton 

Eeison, between 1st January and 31st December 1855. 


On the 1st January 1855 : 

Disposed of during the Year, by_ 

The INmnber of Conyicts in Brixton 1 

Prison - - _ _! 643 

Removed to Millbank Prison - - 12 


Discharged by Licence - - - 88 

Receired during the Year from! 


Milbank Prison - - _ j" 

Ditto, on Medical Grounds - - 19 

Ditto from County and ] ^ 

Pardons, Conditional - - - - ^ 

Borough Prisons “ J ^ 

Removed to Lunatic Asylums ~ - 3 

Ditto from Bow StreetPo- ] 

Died 7 

lice Court with re¥Oca- 1 2 


tion of licence - - J_ 7 

Number remaining 31st December! 

1855 - 621 

Total - - - 751 

Total - - « _ 75X 


Exp&YlSQS of tflB PvisO'i'l (Mid. ElfHployTYlCflt of PTlZOfl^Y^, 

The total expenditure of the prison for the year endina- 
peS;"" ^Ist March 1856, exclusive of buildings, amounted to 
18,r0lZ. 4s. 2d. as shown in the Appendix, page 286, which 
was reduced by receipts for the value of work done by the 
prisoners to 17,074?. 9s Od. 

The employment of the prisoners has been the same as it 
was mst year, with the^ exception of making military trowsers, 
wmch was however discontinued after an unsuccessful triak 
ine various articles made are enumerated in the Appendix, 
page 285, and the best idea of the work executed will be found 
on referring to that document. 
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Health and Mental Condition of the Prisoners. 

Mr. Rendle, the resident Surgeon^ has reported upon the 
sanitary condition of the prison, and furnished the usual statisti¬ 
cal tables. 

The report is a very important document, requiring the most 
serious consideration. We especially allude to the observations 
relating to the effects produced by lengthened imprisonment 
upon the health of female convicts. 

In speaking of the cases of debility which were treated 
by him during the year, Mr. Rendle states :— 

The only remarks I have to make, with reference to the diseases 
named above, are on the comparatively large- number of cases of 
debility. Nearly the whole of the women who suffered were in 
good health when convicted. The feeling of weakness was in some 
preceded for five, sLs, or eight weeks by loss of appetite; in others, 
weakness was firet complained of, and the appetite failed a few 
weeks after. Each case was treated in the wards, but without 
benefit, previous to being sent to the infirmary, and all the patients 
complained of exti*eme weakness, emaciation, and loss of appetite. 
The health of nearly all began to fail about six months before they 
were admitted to the infirmary. 

The cause of the failure of health in these cases I beheve to be 
entirely due to imprisonment. 

I beg leave, whilst writing on these cases of debility, respectfully 
to express my fears, as to the ultimate effect of lengthened imprison¬ 
ment on the health of the female prisoners sentenced to penal 

servitude. 

“ In carrying out the sentences of these prisoners, the disadvan¬ 
tages, in point of health, to the women, compared with those of the 
men, are of considerable importance, and will prove, I fear, to be 

serious. 

I think it very likely that the women, on account of their pre¬ 
vious domestic habits of life, will bear the first fifteen or eighteen 

months of their sentences in prison even better than the men. But 
after the expiration of this period of time the male prisoners, for the 
remaining portions of theix sentences, are put in a position, as 
regards the effect of employment and habits of life on the health, 
nearly or quite equal to that of the labouring classes generally, 
whereas the women must remain witldn the prison walls. 

** The majority of the women, without doubt, will go tlirough the 
whole period of penal servitude, and apparently without any injury 
to health resulting therefrom. 

“ But, judging from what I have been able to observe of the effect 
of imprisonment on the health of the female prisoners who have 
been, and of those who are now confined, in this prison, I believe 
that after the expiration of the third year of imprisonment the health 
of many will fail, tmd I do not think that the whole period of penal 
servitude can be passed in prison without causing fatal disease in 
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Cold ill A 
and I) wards 
and ventila¬ 
tion of cells 
in wings. 


some, and In very many others such a condition of permanent ill 
health ^ will prevent them from again supporting themselves. 

^ “ It is, I tmnk, of importance to notice that hitherto no woman 
discharged from this prison has been in confinement for so long a 
period as four years. All, except one, who were discharged during 
the last year, were liberated at the end of three years. The one 
mentioned as the exception was released in ill health at the end of 
three years and six months.” 

In the course of the year 7 prisoners died. Of these, 
3 appear to have been in good health on reception. The pai*- 
ticulars are tabulated in the Appendix in Table 1, page 300. 
Insanity. lusanity are detailed fully at page BOS. 

Suicides. No case of suicide has been reported. Three attempts how¬ 
ever have been made, but two were so clearly cases of imposture 
no details are necessary. The third must also be considered as 
not intended, though the circumstances of the unfortunate 
prisoner, as stated in the Medical Report, page 298, were such 
as to ensure sympathy and compassion. 

Sdnwtrds ^ prison on the ground floor have been 

tionpfJdS' e^emely cold, but means are now being taken to warm 
i^i ^vings. them. The permanent ventilation of the cells in the new wings 
is also under consideration, and an effectual remedy will be 
applied before the return of hot weather renders any change 
necessary, 

Reli^ioiis and General Tndmetion. 

and general In this respect no change of any consequence has been made 

mtmctaon. during_ the last year. Mr. Moran, the Chaplain, has reported 
fully his opinion on seyeral important snbjects connected with 
the confinement of the females. His report appears in the 
Appendix. 

Lady Visitors. 

ijijrvisi. "vye have to record our grateful sense of the useful services 
rendered by the ladies who so attentively devote themselves 
to the prisoners confined in Brixton Prison. 

Licences or Tickets of Leave. 

licences. We have little to notice under this head. A few women 
have had their licences revoked, and if their own statements 
are to be credited, under very cruel circumstances. Little 
dependance, however, can be placed on what they say, and 
indeed the truth is not to be expected from them in a matter 
where they are sure to exculpate themselves if they possibly 
can. The system of granting licences to female convicts 
yet remains to be tested. Probably it will only be at the end 


Lady Visi¬ 
tors. 
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Treatment of Female Convicts. 

of another year, or even two, that any reliable opinion can be 
formed of its working. 

Conchmon, 

On former occasions we stated that the difficulties in a 
woman’s path, when released from a convict prison, preventing 
her restoration to respectability, were very numerous under the 
most favourable circumstances, and almost insuperable when 
unprovided with a refuge. Under this impression an establish¬ 
ment is in course of formation at Burlington House, Fulham, 
partaking rather of the nature of a Refuge than of a prison. It is 
intended to send there the most promising female convicts, and 
in allowing them more liberty than can be permitted at Brixton, 
substitute self-control for coercion, and so fit them for re¬ 
entrance to society. Most persons are naturally indisposed to 
engage a servant direct from a prison ; but, from an institution 
such as that at Fulham there will, we hope at least, be less 
disinclination. 

The managemeut and treatment of female convicts will then 
be systematised. The first period of imprisonment will be 
passed at Millbank under the strictest discipline consistent with 
the health of women. The next and longest period vnU be 
passed at Brixton, where the discipline will be gradually relaxed, 
according to time and good conduct combined. The last 
period will be passed at Fulham, where restraint will be still 
further decreased, the character undergo a final test, and if 
not found wanting, the female conricts’ prospects of ultimate 
respectability will be materially improved. 

We have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your very obedient servants, 

J, Jebb, Colonel, R.E. 

Chairman, 

I. S. Whittt, 

Director of Convict Prisons, 
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APPENDIX. 


1 . 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
BRIXTON PRISON. 


teudeiit’s Gentlemen, Brixton Prison^ January 10, 1850. 

. I myself the honour to submit to you my Eeport of this 
prison for the year 1855. 

CoJiduct of Officers ,—This has been such as to justify, generally 
speaking, the great care taken in their selection. Tliere has been a 
solitary instance of a want of moral principle in an assistant matron, 
who was on probation, and evinced intemperate habits, for which she 
was dismissed; 11 have resigned, knowing but little of the duties 
when they came, and finding themselves unequal to them. Those 
who remain have uniformly shown a consistent example in their own 
deportment and in the treatment of the prisoners, whilst the few who 
have been malignantly assaulted by prisoners have overcome evil 
with good,” exercising a spirit of Christian patience and forgiveness, 
and have persevered in their duties with unabated zeal. 

Treatment of the Prisoners ,—They have been treated with firm¬ 
ness, kindness, and patience; pains have been taken by some of the 
subordinate officers to raise their moral tone. I have been so struck 
with tins, that I have occasionally pointed it out to the prisoners as an 
especal responsibility and cause for thankfulness on their part. I may, 
perhaips, be allowed to adduce a recent instance- A remarkably vio- 
lent-tempered, high-spirited prisoner in the infirmary was told by an 
officer that her cap was not acconling to the regulation, and must be 
altered. She was very sullen when the officer was gone, and appealed 
to the head nurse of the infirmary, who spoke to her kindly on the 
subject, and told her that she ought to be obedient. “ Well, ma’am,” 
she said, I am sure if you wish it altered, I will alter it cheerfully 
“ for you.” “ No,” was the reply, " I hope you will not alter it for 
" me, but because it is your duty to do so.” She went in and altered 
it immediately. The head nurse alluded to has been many years in 
the service, is a consistent Christian, and an efficient officer. 

Conduct of the Prisoners ,—The conduct of the prisoners, judg¬ 
ing from a glance at the number of reports and punishments, will not, 
I fear, appear in a very favourable light; but an investigation of them 
will show that the greater number of reports are of a trivial nature. 
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arising very frequently from the monotonous and wearying routine 
of prison life amongst female convicts^ precluded, as they must he, 
from the bracing and invigorating effects of out-door labour, which is 
the privilege of male convicts; so that even when they are indus¬ 
trious, the mind still broods over the causes and effects of their im¬ 
prisonment ; m this mood, too often on energetic command from a 
matron is met with an irritable gesture or impatient reply, perhaps 
both, and becomes the subject of a report, when a gentle admonition 
to the prisoner next day is met by her with real sorrow at her having 
so forgotten herself. We are able, however, to state, that 342 have 
never been even thus slightly reported; 144 have received simply 
admonition, whilst very few of those in whom we trusted reformation 
had begim have relapsed into their former reckless and vicious con¬ 
duct In some, indeed, it is lamentable to find that persuasion and 
punishment alike fail to produce good effect. In some cases, the 
neglect of their friends in not writing to them; and in other, their 
friends having entirely given them up, has led them to give way to utter 
self-abandonment, and to feel a satisfaction, even to a spiiit of revenge, 
in working all sorts of wickedness. Such instances, however, are not 
numerous, and in some of these the chastening hand of God, in 
severe bodily afiliction, has been laid, and they have passed into the 
infirmary; where the order and calmness which ever reign in that de¬ 
partment, have had a beneficial influence in subduing the unruly will, 
^d, by many a Christian prayer and effort, bringing it into the sub¬ 
jection of Christ. Would there were more such results of the planting 
and watering ot the better influences we so earnestly and diligently 
desire to cultivate where hitherto nothing but weeds have flourished ; 
for daily do we prove that nothing but God^s marvellous gift, ** the 
increase,*^ will ever produce permanent reformation ; whilst, on the 
other hand, we as constantly experience that severe punishment is a 
means both feeble and finntless; inasmuch as they will endure long 
punishment, and after it has ceased for a day or two, and not unfre- 
quently immediately afterwards, commit the very same offence in a 
still more passionate and vindictive spirit. Of twelve of these very 
hopeless prisoners we have been relieved by their being sent to Mill- 
bank. 

Employment of the Prisoner's .—The employment of the prisoners 
consists, as heretofore, of laundry work, cooking, baking, needlework 
of all kinds, bonnet-making, and knitting. I consider them to be 
industrious, though the amount of work done may not appear to 
substantiate my opinion with very satisfactory proof, since it is not 
always easy to have a full supply of needlework for so large a number; 
also, many new prisoners coming from manufacturing districts are 
quite beginners, hardly knowing how to hold a needle. But this 
I can say, that, as a body, nothing is more grievous to them than a 
lack of work; and we have, on the whole, received a fair supply, 
though occasionally there has been anxiety on the subject. We 
laboured for some time under the disadvantage of an incompetent 
Work-mistress; but this serious inconvenience is now at an end 
by the appointment of one who will, I think, prove efficient. Much 
time is profitably consumed in exercise, schooling, and the privilege 

s 4 


Superin¬ 

tendent’s 

Report. 



Srixton Prison {Appendix), 

aopS?? having Divine service twice a day ; together with much religious 
^ secular instruction from our greatly respected and indefatigable 

plmn. The Lady Scripture-reader ^so spends much time amongst 
the pnsonens, to their great advantage; whUst the Lady Visitors, with 
true zeal and benevolence, not only exert themselves for their 
eternal welfare, but for their temporal benefit on their discharge from 
prison, ® 

StaU and Conditim of the Buildings ,—important additions 
have been made, ^d some are still in progress. Two good-sized 
rooms have been added to the infirmary. The Laundry is being en¬ 
larged to the utmost extent of our capabilities. The state of the 
Inlinnaiy yai'd, and corresponding yard on the west side is necessarily 
very unfinished ; they are much wanted for the exercise of the 
prisoners ; some convenient buildings for stores have been added to 
these yards. 

Abuses.—! firmly believe that there has been no abuse throughout 
the estabhshment, and beg to say that the rules for the government 
ot the prison W been stricUy observed, in which I have been 
g-eariy assisted by the ability, energy, firmness, and perseverance of 
the Deputy-Supermtendent. 

Escape. No endeavour to escape has been made. 

I cannot conclude mj report without expressing my deep thank¬ 
less at the encoma^g prospect held out to our prisoners in the 
three st^es of discipline recently established; especially in the last 
^age, the removal of most improved convicts to Burlington 
^ouse, b uiham; it is, indeed, a most important step, fraught with 
benevolence to the pn^ner and good to the community. Improve- 
ment may be strongly indicated in the first and second stages; but it 

r ^ reality, and send 

them forth ^th a reasonable expectation that they are permanently 
refomed I fe^ I nmy be thought too sanguine in saying, that I 
hrmly be^ve the new law of peiml servitude, thus ameliorated, will 
have (looking at it in every point of view) an excellent result. So 
many have lately left us with thosincerest resolution to do well; but 
them going straight from a large prison, and with the brand of a 
makes me tremble for them; for few can tell 
what trials, and even great injustice, firom suspicion and aversion, such 
have to encounter, of which I have had a very recent and striking 
instance. 

I am much relieved, also, that their suspense is ended as to the 
duration of their sentence, and the more so because they have long 
borne this painful state m a patient spirit; so hoping against hope, 
tlmt I had rather dreaded the effect of the announcement of the very 
nttle prospect there is before them of any remission of their sentence. 

as een my endeavour to follow up the consideration with which 
^ 6 new aw is coupled by declaring it to the prisoners in a kind and 
ju nmnuer, and can say, that it has been eminently successful; 

^he very same time that the announcement was made 
to tuem many tmnsported prisoners were receiving their tickets of 
licence, and leaving the prison; no insubordination was showm, and 
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they received with much gratitude the very great alleviation held out SSl? 
to them in the stages to which, by good conduct, they may advance. 

I do, indeed, then sincerely rejoice that so excellent a way has been 
devised; for if in a previous report 1 deemed the providing Refuges a 
desirable and important step, further experience has led me to con- 
dider it so in a tenfold degree ; and had I the means and the permis- 
sitin, every reformed woman should, from such Refuge, step forth into' 
the world with a neat prayer-book and small Bible, (for carrying to 
church,) and receive some little encouragement in money for every 
year she remained in one place, and could bring satisfactory proof 
that she was living soberly, righteously, and godly,*’ which money 
should be placed in a savings' bank for her relief when out of place, 
sick, or aged. 

I hope I am not presuming in saying so much, if I am, I beg 
sincerely to apologise for so doing, and to assure you that I remain, 
with great respect. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most humble and obedient servant, 

Emma M. Maetik, 

Super ht tendm f. 

The Chairman and Directors of 
Convict Prisons, 
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Amtjal Statement of the Remoyae of Convicts to and from Bbixton 
Pkison, between 1st January and 31st December 1855= 


On the 1st January 1855:— 


Disposed of durmg the Tear, by— 

The NTumber of ConTicts in Brixton ’ 
Prison - - _ 

j* 643 

Removed to MiUbai;^ Prison - - 12 

Received during the Tear froml 
Miilhank Prison - - „ j 

101 

Discharged by Licence - = ^88 
Ditto, on Medical Grounds - -19 

Ditto from County and! 
Borough Prisons - - J ^ 


Pardons, Conditional - _ i 

Removed: to Lunatic Asylums - - 3 

Ditto from Bow Street Po- ] 
lice Court with revoca- 1 2 
tion of licence - - j_ 

7 

Died ^ 

INumber remaining 31st December I 

1 1855 .1 621 

Total r 

751 

Total - - 751 
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Superin* 

feeudent’s 

Heport. 


Estukk of PmsoNERS Eepoeted at Brixton Prison for the Year 1855, 


Prisoners 

Keported. 


Once 

Twice 

Thrice 

4 times 

5 „ 

6 „ 

< )j 
8 „ 

9 ,5 

10 „ 

11 » 

12 „ 

13 „ 

14 „ 
lo 

16 „ 
17 „ 

19 „ 

20 „ 
21 „ 
23 „ 


No. of 
Prisoners. 

No. of 
Beports. 

Prisoners 

Eeported. 

No. of 
Prisoners. 

No. of 
Eeports. 

140 

140 

24 times 

3 

72 

61 

122 

25 „ 

2 

50 

45 

135 

26 „ 

1 

26 

54 

136 

27 „ 

1 

27 

23 

115 

29 „ 

2 

58 

18 

108 

30 „ 

1 

30 

13 

91 

31 „ 

1 

31 

10 

80 

32 „ 

1 

32 

4 

36 

33 „ 

i 

33 

4 

40 

35 „ 

1 

35 

5 

55 

36 „ 

1 

36 

7 

84 ■ 

37 „ 

2 

74 

2 

26 

39 „ 

1 

39 

4 

56 

44 „ 

2 

88 

2 

30 

46 „ 

1 

46 

2 

32 

51 „ 

1 

51 

4 

68 



-~ • 

3 

57 


409 

2,267 

2 

40 

Not reported 342 


2 

42 




2 

46 

Total 

- 751 



Eettjkw of Pkisonebs PnmsHEB at Brixton Prison for the Year 1855, 


Prisoners 

Punished, 

No. of 
Prisoners, 

No. of 

Punishments. 

Prisoners 

Punished. 

No. of 
Prisoners. 

No. of 

Punishments, 

Once 

113 

113 

15 times 

2 

30 

Twice, 

51 

102 

16 

>9 

4 

64 

Thrice 

18 

54 

17 

99 

3 

51 

4 times 

13 

52 

19 

99 

3 

57 


6 

30 

20 

99 

1 

20 

6 „ 

7 

42 

21 

99 

4 

84 

7 

8 

56 

23 

99 

1 

23 

* 99 

8 , 

4 

32 

26 

99 

2 

52 

9 „ 

4 

36 

28 

99 

2 

56 

10 „ 

1 

10 

29 

99 

1 

29 

11 « 

3 

o3 





12 „ 

2 

24 



257 

1,105 

13 „ 

1 

13 

j ISot punished 494 


14 „ 

3 

42 

n 


_ 
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Statement of Ai^icles made by the Prisoners confined in the above 
Establishment during the year 1855 , 


Establishment Shirts - - 11770 

„ Flannel Shirts - 6*665 

» Vests - 4,214 

» Drawers - 12,903 
” jj Petticoats- 1,060 

» ,, Shifts - 1,183 

« „ Bands - 1,147 

ti N'eck handkerchiefs 6,215 
Pocket handkerchiefs 8,190 
” Shifts - - 1,633 

„ Day Caps- - 1,901 

bright do. . - 1,420 

jj Hose - . 969 

»» Stays “ — 429 

„ Bonnets - - 1,012 

55 Serge Jackets - 1,160 

« „ Petticoats - 1,136 

3) ?j Shawls - 450 

» AproM - - 2,020 

jj Washing Frocks - 160 

„ Canvas ditto - 16 

„ Badges - - 475 

Children’s Frocks - 24 

» .. Pinafores 171 

» Towels - - 4,906 I 

jj Liberty Dresses - 84 | 

)j „ Petticoats - 171 I 

3 , Hammock Girths - loo 


Establishment Window Blinds 
„ Sheets 

„ Linsey Petticoats - 

„ Uniform Dresses - 

„ Eye Shades 

Shop and Private Work. 

Shirts - - _ _ 

Flannel Shirts - _ . 

Military Trowsers 
Linsey Jackets - - . 

Bed Ticks - - _ 

Dresses - - - . 

Crochet and Knitting Work 
i^^eedlework (sundry small articles) 


9 

827 

652 

95 

48 


8,201 

72 

330 

90 

40 

69 

268 

227 


Washing, 


Scores, 

22,578^4 

8,297-4 

18,949-10 

28,902 


Milbank - - _ 

Pentonville 

Brixton - - , 

Private (single articles) - zs, 
Eep^ing Establishment Linen, &c. 

Ditto ditto Clothing. 

Di^ ditto Bedding. 

Coofc^, Baking, Cleaning, &c., for Eata- 
blisnment. 


Superirir 

tendent's 

Report. 
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Statement of the Exfeneitube of Brixton PrisoNj for the year ended 

31st March 1856. 


Salaries of principal officers and clerks - - . - 

Wages of subordinate officers and servants 
Salaries and wages of manufacturing, or labour department 
Bations for officers and allowances in lieu thereof 
Uniforms for officers and servants - . - 

Victualling prisoners - - - - - 

Clothing, &c, for prisoners - „ _ - 

Bedding for prisoners - - - - . 

Medicines, surgical instruments, - - - 

Medical comforts, (extras for the sick) - - - 

Clothing and travelling expenses of prisoners on their 
liberation - - - . , 

G-ratuities to convicts - - - - - 

Furniture and fittings = - . - - 

Kitchen utensils, crockery, cutlery, &c. - 
Fuel and light for general purposes - - - 

Buildings, hulks, and ordinary repairs - - - 

Soap, scouring, and cleaning articles - - - 

Brushes, brooms, and mops - - - - 

Funeral expenses, inquests, &e. - 

Various small disbursements . - - - 

Kent, rates, and taxes ----- 


M s, d, 
1,815 16 11 
1,811 14 5 
288 12 10 
637 17 6 
169 3 8 
5,637 7 5 
1,481 8 11 
401 14 4 
180 19 8 
302 9 7 

598 18 0 
535 6 9 
384 10 11 
135 9 11 
1,586 16 10 
1,179 11 10 
744 7 2 
122 7 2 
29 4 0 
543 7 8 
113 18 8 


Total - - ^ - 18,701 4 2 

Deduct amount of sundry receipts, and value of productive 

labour ------ 1^526 15 2 


Ket expenditure 


^17,074 9 0 
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IL 


CHAPLAIN’S EEPORT. 


Brixton Female Convict Prison, 
b-ENTLEMEN, 2855 , 

Akother SYentful year lias passed away, and at its close it 
ecomes iny duty to lay before you a report of such particulars^ as 
by the rules of this prison, I am expected to bring under your 


rf? ^ ^ system of prison discipline, tried here for the 

^nrst t^me m reference to female convicts, it ought not to be a matter 
or surpMe u we were called to meet with difficulties, and to witness 
i^ny vicissitudes.^ Nevertheless, in taking a comprehensive view of 
all ^t has transpired, I have no hesitation in giving expression to 
my decided conviction, that there is every reason to persevere in the 
plans wffich have been adopted, and «to thank God and take 
course m consideration of the benefits which have already 
resulted from the system pursued. 

religious and moral condition of a considerable number of 
the prisoners is encouraging; the influence of truth has a powerful 
enect in deterring many more from open evil, even where the truth 
nas not been received. 

The improvement has been going on, perhaps, slowly, but I trust 
surely, and is apparent by the general tone of feeling, the submission 
ot ^eat body of the prisoners to order and discipUne, the 
an^ety tor mstruction, and in the formation of habits of industry. 

lhat there should be among such a class of persons as female 
prisoners, some who set at defiance every means tried to benefit 
t em, may ^eve, but ought not to discourage those who are inte- 
their -welfare, especially when we know that in all persons 
heart 18 deceitful and desperately wicked.’^ 

*A ® punishments will, in all probability, appear con- 

eidenibJe, but on investigation it will be found that they were 
awm*aea chiefly to the same persons many times over, 

8 far as I can judge, without relerring to the report books, 
numbers oi prisoners never incurred a report, and that to many it 
was imt needful to give more than a reprimand. 

It became necessary to remove a few to Millbank Prison in con¬ 
sequence of their refractory conduct And I am afmd that a few 
othera are persevering in m evil course with the hope of having 
some change from this prison, they neither know nor care what. It 
appears to me very important, and I venture to suggest it, that 
there should be refractory cells in this place, so constinicted that the 
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prisoners removed to them should not have the power of disturbing 
others^ or of communicating with those of like minds with them¬ 
selves. In addition to this, a separate place in chapel, approached 
by a separate entrance, and an exercising yard for each refractory 
prisoner. This would lessen the necessity for removal which is 
always a relief to restless spirits. 

The sudden impulses to which female prisoners especially are 
subject^ might form a useful study, and might lead parents to see the 
importance of restraining evil tempers in their children in the 
morning of life. But most of those who have been outrageously 
bad have had few home influences to touch their hearts, or they ran 
away from home to avoid them. 

One thing, however, has more than ever been impressed upon my 
mind, that in such cases punishment eifects little or nothing. Isola- 
tion-i separation from others, and an effort to deal kindly and firmly 
with them alone would be more likely, with God’s blessing, to 
succeed than anything; but for carrying this out here;, we want the 
places suited to it. 

The worse a prisoner is, the more daring is she found to be, and 
the more determined never to be subdued hy force. In few places 
could the truth of the following portion of God’s word be more 
apparent than here; “ A word spoken in season, hoio good is itJ^ 

To say to an insubordinate prisoner ‘^^Well, if you behave ill 
again, you must soon be punished;”—You shall be managed;”— 
would probably rouse up all her evil passions, and make her refuse 
even a word of advice. "^To speak kindly, and to say, I am grieved 
to see you thusor, if out of punishment, I am rejoiced to see 
you now in this state; I hope, with the blessing of God, you will 
try to go on well for the time to come,” will frequently he like oil 
on the troubled waters. “A word spoken in season, how good is 
it.” 

The chapter entitled ^“"The Prison Officer,” in the Eev. Miv 
KingsmilFs book, is very valuable on this subject. I have referred 
to this point now, because I have often heard remarks made respect¬ 
ing prison discipline which proved how little is known respecting 
the plans pursued in prisons under your direction. And I think it 
is often forgotten that in reformatories volunteers only are to be 
dealt with, and that refractory people can'at once be excluded. In 
prison all must remain and be dealt with as best we can. 

I, for one, feel thankful for the way in which the subject of refor¬ 
matories has been taken up, and the value of such asylums cannot 
he fully estimated. What a mercy to have a door of hope opened 
for those who are wearied of the miserable life they have been 
leading, and who are anxious to place themselves under Christian 
instruction, where they may learn to lead honest, sober, and indus¬ 
trious lives. It is much to be lamented that the promoters of 
reformatories have such difficulties to contend with for want of 
funds. 

I have to acknowledge your kindness in securing for me the addi¬ 
tional schoolmistress which I requested last year. The benefit has 
been considerable, and some progress has, I trust, been made in the 
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education of the prisoners. Still it is a work of considerable diffi- cihapiain’s 
culty, owing to the lamentable ignorance of female conyicts. To — ' 
those who have been received since my last report the same remarks 
would apply respecting their ignorance at the time of conviction; 
but of course there has been an improvement when they were 
received here^ in consequence of the time spent at Millbank Prison^ 
where they have the means of instruction afforded them. 

The course of instruction in the schools has undergone little or no 
change, and the books in use are the same. 

Several of those prisoners who have been discharged had much 
improved Of those who remain in the prison, 200 have decidedly 
improved, and othei's are progressing, while others seem satisfied 
with being able to read and write a little. I am preparing a demand 
for books for the prison library, and of which we now begin to feel 
the want, I shall take the liberty of fonvarding the list as soon as I 
can for your approval. 

The Lord^s Supper was administered three times during the year 
in the chapel, and once in the infirmary for invalids, who were unable 
to be present in chapel.* 

Number of Communicants, 


In April there were ------ 226 

In September 231 

In the Infirmary: September there were - - - 7 

j, December „ - - _ 202 


Total during the year - - 666 


I find it diflacult to administer the Lord’s Supper oftener on 
accoiint of the numbers being considerable, and the consequent time 
which it takes to instruct the applicants for admission to the Com¬ 
munion. I have constant catechetical lectures on Sunday afternoons, 
attended by between 250 and 300 volunteers, and as far as practi¬ 
cable I pursue the same plan which I mentioned in a former report 
in reference to these classes and the Bible classes, and tlie cate¬ 
chetical instruction on Saturday mornings. The prisoners are con¬ 
stantly reminded that no temporal advantage is to be gained by 
attendance at the Lord’s Supper, and that a profession of religion 
will not secure any advantages over and above those which orderly 
and proper conduct may procure. 

At the commencement of the year, I spent a considerable time in 
instructing and catechising a class for confirmation. On the 20th 
of Apiil, the Lord Bishop of Winchester was kind enough to visit 
the prison, and to administer the rite of confirmation to 206 pri¬ 
soners and 2 free persons. The occasion was one of deep interest, 
and will long be remembered by those who were present. Those 
who were confirmed were very diligent in learning the portion of 
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bcriptoe from which the bishop addressed them, and which he 
advised them to commit to memory, Ephes. iii., 14-19. 

The efforts of the lady Scripture-reader Imve been most un- 
weaned, and I believe they have been attended with great benefit, 
jyothmg could be better suited to the circumstances of this prison 
than the appointment of such a helper, or more happy tbin the 
selection or agents which has been made. 

I feel much indebted to the lady visitors for their kindness, and 
to the Comnnttee of the Elizabeth Fry Eefuge, and the Dalston 
Ketnge, tor attending to my recommendation, and for receivine pri¬ 
soners trom this establishment. 


The progressive stages from separate confinement to an increase 
ot privilege for good conduct, in the change of food, and in having 
permwsion to walk together, and at mtervals to converse togeth^ 
and the still further extension of privilege granted to the first-class 
prisoners, who are located in the west wing, are plans which have 
been devised for encouragmg the exertions of the convicts, aud which 
are, I beheve, in every way cafciilated to secure that object 

The formation of a Government Eefuge at Burlington House, 
hulham, will, I have reason to hope, be attended with very happy 
remits. Begun and carried on as it has been in the spirit of true 
Christian philanthropy, I have no doubt of its ultimate success. I 
am thankful that the views to which I ventured to give expression 
last year on both the above arrangements proved to be in accordance 
With your own. 

One thing seems important to complete the plan. It would be a 
valuable addition if something could be done to help female pri¬ 
soners who have passed through the stages of probation in an exem¬ 
plary manner, to emigrate to Australia or some other land • I feel 
persuaded they would be useful, and that they might be trusted as 
well as many who are sent out without any previous discipline or 
instruction. ^ 


I feel grateful that I was permitted to be present when the first 
stone of the chapel for the Burlington House Eefuge was laid, and 
to otter up the prayer on that interesting occasion.^ 

The Sunday services have been continued in the chapel in the 
same way as in other churches, and the week day services ai'e con¬ 
ducted in the usual manner in the morning and evening. One 
service consists of a portion of Scripture, two verses of a hymn and 
a selection of prayers from the Book of Common Prayer. At the 
other service we sing two verses of a hymn, a few collects are used 
and a short lecture delivered. The morning service is generally 
over in less than a quarter of an hour, and the other service occupies 
seldom more, frequently less, than twenty-five minutes. 

For nearly one week I was so unwell that I could only have one 
service each day, owing to the difficulty of finding a substitute, and 
that service was kindly undertaken by clerical friends in the neigh- 


* On the 8th of Deoemher 18.55, the Directors, the Rector of Fulham, 
otliers being pr^ent, Ladj Amelia Jebb laid the first stone of the chapel 1 
send a copy of the prayer used on that occasion. 
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bourliood; but this little interruption has not been 'without its use. Cliaplaia 
Many of the officers haye said that it led them to feel more than 
ever the importance and beneiit of the daily services, I refer to 
this because I know that some have expressed a different 

opinion^ and that objections have been made to the plan in the 
public prints, intimating that these advantages cannot be secured 
out of prison, and that the daily exposition of Scripture is too 
much. 

Let the services be short, the expositions simple, Scriptural, and 
earnest, and there will be no weariness, and God has promised that 
His Word shall not return unto him void. 

And as the services may be regarded as family prayer for a large 
household, -why should not these advantages be secured out of pri¬ 
son ? I humbly trust that some parents who are liberated from this 
prison will establish family prayer, and I hope that others may be 
situated in families where God is honoured and the Saviour called 
upon morning and evening. Hor should we forget that God says 
He will pour out His fury upon the families which call not upon His 
Name, Jer. x., 25, 

It cannot be doubted, I think, that the discipline is in every way 
improved, and that the officers are, as a body, moat anxious and 
diligent in the discharge of their duties, and that the apparent 
effects of the discipline are very satisfactory. There is one point 
upon which I feel it a duty to speak strongly. By everything that 
has come imder my observation, I have been strengthened in the 
conviction that the association of prisoners in rooms is most injurious 
in every point of view, and that it is a serious evil in reference to 
the discipline and in reference to the moral impr<yvement of the pri¬ 
soners. 

The additional accommodation in the infirmary has been a relief. 

I always regard the infirmary with interest and pleasure. I am 
sure the care bestowed upon the inmates’ bodily and spiritual wants 
is gratefully acknowledged by them. 

Some have died in peace, resting upon Jesus as their only hope. 

I have heard from the clergjunan of the parish of one who was lately 
pardoned on medical grounds, ending her days in peace, and mani¬ 
festing anxiety about the souls of her relatives. There are others 
still suffering who, I believe, are simply and calmly looking to the 
Savionr, and who are exhibiting their faith by an humble walk with 
God. The number of invalids seems increased, and I fear will con¬ 
tinue to increase, in conseguence of the lengthened periods of 
Imprisonment. 

Since the prison has been occupied, 123 women have been dis¬ 
charged on licence. I do not think that the results have been at all 
unsatisfactory, and, all things considered, I may add that I believe 
the success of the ticket-of-leave system has been quite equal to, I 
might say beyond, what its framers anticipated. 

We have had very pleasing letters from numbers of those who 
have been discharged; and I believe the number of those who have 
forfeited their licences is very smalL 

2 
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cannot be a matter of surprise that those who have been sen- 
^ tenced to penal servitude should feel bitter distress and disappoint¬ 
ment since they have been informed that their time is not to be 
mitigated. 

I have no hesitation in saying that, as a body, they were led to 
expect, when they received their sentences, and that by those icho 
sentenced them^^DA. by those into whose custody^ they were committed, 
that good conduct would lead to a mitigation of their respective 
sentences, and that they would be released on licence. Indeed, I 
tMnk it probable that in many instances longer sentences were 
given under this impression. The way in which they have borne 
the disappointment is an additional proof in my mind, that the 
general effects of the discipline, combined with the moral and 
religious instruction, are very satisfactory. 

The prisoners seem very grateful for the efforts made for their 
improvement, and seem anxious, as a body, to give a proof of their 
gratitude by orderly and submissive conduct, and I trust they are 
resolved to try and earn their bread by honest industry for he time 
to come. 

Feeling grateful for the kind assistance which I have received 
from^ the superintendent and all in authority, and expressing my 
conviction that there is every encouragement to persevere in the 
course which has been begun ; and praying that God's Word may be 
abundantly blessed in leading many lost sheep to the Good Shep¬ 
herd, and in turning them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

John Henrt Moran, 

To the Chairman and Directors of Chaplain. 

Convict Prisons, 


Prayer used when the First Stone of the Chapel for Burlington House 
Refuge was laid, by Lady Amelia Jebb, December 8, 1855, 

Mmighty and most Merciful Father from whom alone all good desires 
spring, giye us grace at this time to come into Thy Holy Presence with 
reverence and godly fear, and enable us with filial confidence “to worship 
Thee in spirit and in truth.*' 

We are not worthy of the least of all Thy mercies, for we have sinned 
against Thee in thought, word, and deed, and “ all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags.” We confess with shame and sorrow of heart, our individual, 
our family, and our national sins. Thou hast given ns “ Thy Holy Sabbaths 
to be a sign,” but we have greatly polluted them:' Thou hast given us 
Thy Holy Word, but we have not duly regarded it. 

Thj Holy Name has been profaned. Thy Holy Spirit has been grieved, 
and ungodliness has abounded and polluted our land. Oh ! Lord, visit 
not upon us our transgressions, “in wrath remember mercy,” and for the 


* Not in Government prisons. 
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sal-e of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, pardon our sins, blot out 
ou^ transgressions, and enable ns, as a people, heartily to return unto Thee, 
cc confessing and forsaking our sins/’ may “ we cast away the works of ■— 
darkness, and put upon us the armour of light.” 

On this important occasion we implore Thy Gracious Presence, and we 
beseech Thee to “ bless us indeed.” Fulfil Thy promised word in our happy 
experience that ‘Gvhere two or three are met together in Thy Name, there 
Thou wilt he in the midst of them.” 

Thou that hast built Thy Church upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being “the chief corner sfne” grant 
Thy special blessing upon this undertaking. This stone is laid to-day as 
the corner stone of a material temple to be dedicated to Thy glory. Fulfil 
Thy promise that in every place where Thou dost record Thy Name Thou 
wilt come and hless thy people. 

May many lively stones be gathered out from this place to form part of 
that spiritual temple which Thou dost Thyself inhabit. 

“ May Thine eyes and Thine heart be here perpetually.’ 

When Thy Holy Word is read, may the Holy Spirit, the only Teacher, 
cause that word to penetrate the heart, and give light and understanding 
to the simple. When Thy Gospel is proclaimed and Christ is exalted as 
the only Saviour, may the Spirit apply the truth, that sinners may “look 
and live, believe and be saved.” And may the Gospel trumpet never give 
an uncertain sound in this place. 

When prayer and praise are offered up to Thee, then hear Thou in 
Heaven Thy dwelling place, and when Thou hearest forgive. 

Pour out ’Thy blessing upon all connected with this establishment, that 
those in authority may with firmness, faithfulness, and diligence, yet wdtli 
sympathy and tenderness rule for Thee, and that the inmates of this place 
may render a cheerful and ready obedience, receive instruction and correc¬ 
tion with thankfulness, and be sent forth industrious, sober, and honest 
members of society, truly inhuenced by the fear of Thy Holy Name. 

Oh ! thou Saviour of sinners, who didst patiently and tenderly instruct 
and teach the woman of Samaria ; oh ! gracious Saviour who didst say to 
that poor erring one who washed Thy feet with her tears and wiped them 
with the hairs of her head, “ thy sins are forgiven thee, go in peace,” and 
who with tears of sympathy didst snccour the afflicted ; look with pity 
upon many a weary wanderer in this place who had forsaken the guide of 
her youth, and speak to the hearts of such that they may hear Thy voice 
and live, receive pardon through Thy precious blood, renewal by Thy Holy 
Spirit, and “go and sin no more.” 

Grant, Lord, Thy blessing to the rising generation, that our youth may 
be trained up in Thy Holy faith and fear. 

We beseech Thee with Thy favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign 
Lady, Queen Yictoria, the Prince Albert, Albert, Prince of Wales, and all 
the Royal family, and all in authority ; send down the healthful spirit of 
Thy Grace upon our Bishops and Curates, and all congregations committed 
to their charge. 

We praise Thee Gracious Father, for the mercies which we enjoy in this 
our highly favoured land, the free circulation of Thy Holy Word, the 
preaching of Tby glorious Gospel, all the means of grace and the hope of 
glory, and above all wc praise Thee for the gift of a Saviour. 

We acknowledge Thy goodness, oh I Lord, in putting it into the hearts of 
those in authority to devise wise and Scriptural plans for the correction 
and reformation of the fallen, and we praise Thee that the rulers in our 
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® tempered mercy with judgment, so that evil doers may feel 
of transgressors is hai’d,” but that the hand of mercy is ex- 
tencieci to those who are ready to perish. 

ThTL^'^oS and ignorances, for 

i hy dear Son s sake, and to accept our praises through His intercession who 
has taught us thus to pray Our Father, &c. ® cesaon, who 

The Grace of cur Lord Jesus Christ. 
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eepo:rt of the medical officee. 


Gentlemen^ Brixton Prison^ January IL 1856, Medical 

I BEG leave to forward my annual Eeport for the last yeai% Eep^t„ 
During the year^ 108 prisoners have been received into the prison, 

88 w^ere discharged on licence, having completed their terms of im¬ 
prisonment; 19 have been released on medical grounds; 7 have 
died, and two cases of insanity have been removed to lunatic 

asylums. _ . 

The state of health of those prisoners who have been received stateof ^ 

, • ^ n xicaitii Off 

into the prison was, on reception, as loliows:— prisoners on 

^ reception^ 

In good health 89 

Delicate health ^ -." q 

Permanent invalids =.------8 

Sent from Millbank Prison as being unfit for separate con¬ 
finement 

Total - 108 


The state of health of those prisoners liberated on licence, was on Eisch^a^yed 
discharge, as follows:— 

In good health - OO discharge. 

Impaired health - - - " “ T." I 

Sufering from scrofulous glands, but otherwise in good 
health, and fit for labour 2 

Total - 88 

14 of the 23 prisoners returned as being in Impaired health, were 
in good health when convicted. The remaining 9 were ^ in much 
the same state of health when discharged as when received into 

^ The whole of the prisoners released on licence during the year, 
except one, were sentenced to seven years’ transportation, and con¬ 
sequently were liberated at the expiration of three years from the 
ilate of conviction. The one prisoner I have referred to w^ sen¬ 
tenced to ten years’ transportation, and she was discharged in im¬ 
paired health at tlie end of three years and a half. Her health 

becran to fail about six months previous to her release. 

O T 4 
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Nineteen prisonera have been discharo-c/l «j j-i* . .t 
before mentioned, on medical recommendation on^» “ the number 
disease, endan^eriaig life. “^enaation, on accountt ot serious 

The particulars of each case of mpd!r.oI j 

state of health of the prisoners when recei?5l‘^;^; the 

given m Table No. 2. “^to this pnson, are 

Sk of the number were in good health when received 
The second case on the Table, register No ISO u , 
labouring under consumption in a ve?y early sill ’ “f 
for indications of this disease annpqppri^n ^ when received, 

to this prison, thongh on receS £ si was sent 

190 prlson^-s hale beerSt d into £ I" “ 
lowing were the principal diseases treated :-l"" fol- 

Bronchitis - . _ ' ! Dia^hffia, chronic - - . 3 

Pneumonia - - . I 9 tubercular . . 2 


Diarrhtea, chronic - 
Peritonitis, tubercular 

SsSr : ; ; Sir"'-™: : ri 

Haemoptysis - . - - 2 ^rnvv ^ - 2? 

Pever, continued - . .2 Child hirl^h " - - - 1 

Jaundice- - , . p Child-birth . . . . ^ 

Dysenteiy - - - I 1 - 2 

‘‘“’‘•'‘y- Nemly the whole of the wohe“®X'TSre'rrf 

good health when convicted. The feelhur of wpatJ™ ^ “ 

preceded for five, sk, or ei<.ht weekrbVfoss J 

weakness was first complmned of and il. “Ppetite; mothers, 

week, rfter, E«h eZ ™ id 

benefit, previous to beino- seni- fn tho waras, out without 

eomplZed of e.trke weZee. r?-" I»tie.t. 

The health of ne.rlv aU bZo S ITT T'- 'PPeaie- 

were «l„itted to the mSw they 

The cause of the failure of health in tho=o t , 
entirely due to imprisonment ^ believe to be 

.0 ofZSh“‘^’ f 

the health of the/ew.l.'&l‘Ztefd 

In carrying out the sentences of these urisoTiPrs .1 v , 
tages, m point of health, to the women comnared f vnlu 

me_n, are of considerable importance, and will prove T 
serious. prove, 1 tear, to be 

_ I think it very likely that the women, on account n? 
vious domestic habits of life, wiU bear the Tft ^ .^beir pre- 

months of their sentences in prison even bettei th£ T 

after the expiration of this period of time tt, i 

lemaining portions of their sentenn ® prisoners, for the 

regards the effect of employment and'habitl If life onlhf h“l n 
nearly or quite caual tn that n-P +t. "aoim ot lito on the health 

whereas the women must remain Mn t£™on wSis!' 


Cases of Insanity. 
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The majority of the women, without doubt, will go through the 
whole period of penal seiwitude, and apparently without any injury Report, 
to health resulting therefrom. 

But, judging from what I have been able to obser\'e of the efiect 
of imprisonment on the health of the female prisoners who have 
been, and of those who are now confined, in this prison, I believe 
that after the expiration of the third year of imprisonment the health 
of many will fail, and I do not think that the whole period of pen^ 
servitude can be passed in prison without causing fatal disease in 
some, and in very many others such a condition of permanent ill 
health will prevent them from again supporting themselves. 

It is, I think, of importance to notice that hitherto no woman 
discharged from this prison has been in confinement for so lon^ n 
period as four years. All, except one, who were discharged during 
the last year, were liberated at the end of three years. The one 
mentioned as the exception was released in ill health at the end of 
three years and sis months. 

The deaths during the year are recorded in Table No. 1. The 
health on reception, and other particulars belonging to each case, 
are given in the table. 

Two cases of insanity have been removed to asylums. (See Table ''' 
No. 3.) The first case on the table, register No. 482, was men¬ 
tioned in my report for the year 1854. But as insanity was not 
decidedly manifest until late in December of that year, the history 
of the case was not given in the report. 

The prisoner vras received into this prison from Newgate in July 
1854. Her health was good on reception, and continued so during 
the time she was here. 

Early in November (1854), when in association in the east wing, 
she was first noticed to be low-spirited and frequently crying. The 
lowness of spirits increased, and towards the end of the month she 
discontinued her work, and was almost constantly crying. She was 
removed to the infirmary on the 5th of December, and soon after she 
became very violent, and had delusions that she was poisoned by 
medicine, and that each night was to be her last on earth.” She 
continued in the same condition until her removal to Bethlem 
Hospital, on the 25th January of the last year. 

Tills prisoner had been of most intemperate habits for many years, 
and, I believe, also previously insane. 

The second case of insanity on the Table, A. R., was a tliin and 
feeble invalid when sent from Millbank prison in J une 1854. She was 
in the infirmary, being too weak and feeble to remain in the prison, . 
Insanity began in April (1855) whilst in the infirmary, and appeared 
to have been caused by continued sorrow and anxiety about her 
children. Her only daughter died in the summer of 1854, and of her 
only remaining child, a son, she could hear no tidings, and she was 
homeless and without friends. 

Her delusions wmre that she was unjustly confined and kept out 
of the way to deprive her of her property, that her children were 
kept from her, that she heard her daughter continually crying to her 
in distress, and that the prison was supported by her property/’ 
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I Tow^ds the end of June she became so violent that it was neces- 
^lyto 'eep her closely confined, and frequently she was dangerous 
to those m ii^edmte charge of her. She was removed to Fisherton 
House, near Salisbury, on the 20th of July. 

The principal complaints constituting the cases of complaining sick, 
treated in the wards of the pnson, are given in Table No 4 

The diseases were mostly mild in character, and with reference to 
the number of apphcations, which at first sight seems large, I can 
only repeat the remark, as to the cause of so large a number, that I 
^de when writing on the same subject in my last report, viz., the 
tendency of women of this class to apply for relief for the most 
tnfliDg ailraents. 

There h^ been an unusually large number of cases of diarrhma 
treated m the prison in the past year. On the 23d and 24th of March 
about half of the prisoners in each wing of the prison were suddenly 
seized with this disease. The outbreak lasted only two days, but 
durmg that short time 195 cases required treatment; every c^e was 
mild, none needing admission into the infirm.ory. The disease ceased 
as suddenly as it appe^ed. I am unable to account for so sudden 
an appearance of this disease, for the prisoners in the old prison cells 
^most entirely escaped, though they were fed, clothed, and exercised 
m precisely the same way as the prisoners in the wings. It is so far 
satisfactory to know that the attack did no serious harm, either at 
the time or in its after results. 

'No case of suicide has occurred. 

^ Tl^ee suicidal attempts have been made. Two of the three were 
so evidently feigned, with the view of getting into association in the 
large rooms, that I do not consider it necessary to enter into details 
respecting them. 

The third attempt was made on the last day of the year; and it 
was done in such a way, as at once showed that tiie prisoner did not 
intend sell-destruction. But there are circumstances connected with 
LUIS case wnicii are worthy of notice. The prisoner is a youncy 
^man, a widow with two children. Her husband, a soldier in the 
46th Kegiment, was killed before Sebastopol in the early part of the 
last year, she being at the time in this prison. Since the death of 
hei husband she has been sometimes overwhelmed with grief, and at 
other times reckless in conduct and apparently careless and Indif¬ 
ferent about her future condition. 

She made an attempt to suspend herself by a piece of a blanket not 
sufficiently strong to support the weight of her body. 

She is now in the infirmary, with the appearance of a person 
suhering great mental distress and deep sorrow. 

No change has been made in the dietary of the prison, except in 
accordance with the recent regulations, that of allowing the first-class 
prisoners tea every night, instead of three nights in each week. 

. warming of these wards and the ventilation of the cells in the 
Wings are being provided for. 

The ventilation of the new wings has been considerably improved 
by opening the lights^in the roofs ; indeed, as far as the body of each 
wing IS concerned, it is now perfect. 
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I must, however, respectfully beg leave to a^ln state that the Meaicai 
ecUs of the wings are stul very close, and after being shut for a shoi't pSpS't! 
time, the atmosphere becomes very unpleasant and oppressive. I 
must also beg to be allowed to repeat the opinion that I have before 
expressed, that a more direct admission of pure air into each cell 
from without, seems really necessary, and that this can only be 
accomplished by opening a part of each cell window. 

During the last summer months a pane of glass was taken out of ^’eritiiation. 
all the cell windows in both wings, by order of the director, on my 
recommendation ; there were dis^vantages arising from the removal 
of the glass, such as the inability to close the windows at night, 
or during imfavourable weather; but the prisoners expressed the 
comfort they derived during the whole of the summer, and the benefit 
to the health of the women was also evident 

The general medical statistics for the year are given in Table No. 5c 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. D. Eei^dle, Surgeon. 

To the Chairman and Directors 
of Convict Prisons, 
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